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CHUCK’S CHURCH CHAT  

 

 
 

Saints, 

Grace to you, peace! 

What an incredibly versatile church we are! On the morning of Sunday, Sep-

tember 10 we took up an offering to help the victims of Hurricane Harvey bringing 

our total donations to over  $2,000(!), then in the afternoon we gathered at Merrill 

Park for our church picnic and lo and behold a water balloon fight broke out (check 

our Facebook page and website for the replay)! Finally on Tuesday the 19th Brian Rich-

ards and Pat Carpenter set up a table at the Flea Market and collected donations for 

Hurricane Buckets, and did VERY well. Look up versatile in the dictionary and you’ll 

see our picture! 

The week before Labor Day Jean and I had a very relaxing, fun week of vaca-

tion in Ocean City, NJ, and since we’ve returned the fall church season has been full 

up and running and there’s a lot of good news to share! 

 District Superintendent Drew Dyson and I held our annual one-on-one meeting 

on September 7th and he was genuinely excited about the growth and direction we 

are taking as a church.  

 On Tuesday the 12th, eleven people showed up for the first Outreach Committee 

meeting, a threefold increase from the usual number, and we got to work right 

away! Led by our hard-working chair, Paulette Harland, the committee decided 

right away to initiate the next step toward helping the victims of the two hurricanes- 

we will be putting together “flood buckets,” collecting cleaning supplies for those 

whose homes were inundated by water and mud. Once conditions permit we 

agreed to put together work crews to head south and take part in the rebuilding 

process. 

 The United Methodist Women kicked off their new year with fellowship and a 

delicious dinner at Manny’s Diner on Wednesday the 13th. 

 We dedicated our brand new year of Sunday School during 10:00 worship on the 

17th. Everyone’s stoked for the new curriculum and line-up of teachers! 

 The following Tuesday was the first meeting of our brand new Social Justice Task 

Force, and a band of movers and shakers are determined to get the justice ball roll-

ing!  

 “Hot Topics” returned the week of September 18th with “CULTS- America’s Al-

ternative Religions.” The energy in the first class was through the roof! Hot Topics 

has been steadily growing in interest and numbers since its inception last fall. If you 

haven’t already, come out and see why! 

 Finally, the Church Conference forms and reports have been rolling in. Thanks!  

will have a lot to celebrate at this year’s Annual Conference! 

 

 

 



 

 

So much for the near past; now how about the near future…. 
 The annual 5K Walk to Fight Hunger will take place at Roosevelt Park in Edison on Sunday, October 22, at 2 PM. 

Do you have your pledge sheet yet? If you don’t think you can handle 5K (About 3 miles) there will be a 1K fun 

walk. If you aren’t able to make the walk, seek out those who are participating and make a donation to fight hunger 

both locally and globally! Our own “Acts of Praise” will be headlining the Walk! 

 Our ANNUAL CHURCH CONFERENCE takes place at 1:45 on Saturday, October 29th. At Aldersgate UMC in 

East Brunswick. Come out to celebrate our year in ministry and meet the legendary Tony Campolo who will lead 

us in a worship and plenary session! 

 
So as you can see, there’s been a lot going on and it’s only going to get busier! You know, whenever we ate Sun-

day dinner at my grandparent’s house my Grandpop used to say, “If you leave here hungry it’s your own fault!”  I think 

that’s a pretty good metaphor for New Dover. We have so much to offer that if we don’t take advantage of the opportu-

nities for spiritual growth, fellowship, leadership, and mission “it’s your own fault!” God bless us all as we continue to 

feast on the joy that is God’s Kingdom! 

 

        Your Fellow Servant in Christ, 

         Chuck 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4 PM, SATURDAY,OCTOBER 21st 
NEW DOVER UMC 

 

Bring Your Pets 
 

 INVITE A NEIGHBOR, FRIEND,  
 COLLEAGUE, OR CO-WORKER! 
 ADOPT A KITTEN! 

 
    STAY FOR 5:00 WORSHIP  

 

 Adopt 
Me! 

 
October Birthdays 

  

 Oct 1  Nalini Dialle    Oct 16  JayR Manglapas 
 Oct 2  Raj Cimala       Tyler Rademacher 
   Charles Greve    Oct 17  Anthony Sarno 
 Oct 6  Claudine De Simone   Oct 19  Wilson Christian 
 Oct 7  Lisa LaFauci-Gilmore   Oct 22 Al Fletcher 
 Oct 8  Ed Ladym     Oct 23 Carla Maza 
   Oliver Vyas     Oct 24 Lulu Kamenas 
 Oct 9  Anita De Simone    Oct 26 James Miller 
 Oct 10 Patrick Kingsly    Oct 27 Rachel Aludino 
 Oct 11  Subhas Budala      Sylvia Boyd 
 Oct 12  Kirsten Rodriguez   Oct 28 Susan Paserchia 
 Oct 13  Chelsea Nyema      Eric Tamashunas 
   Lynn Summers    Oct 29 Marilyn Kimball 
 Oct 14 Jennie Rider      Melanie Maza 
   Allison Crouse    Oct 30 Anaiah Lewis 
   Marian Jones    Oct 31  Victor Vilela 
   Lori Perrine 
   Jessica Preston 
 Oct 15  Will Sanders 
   Kyle Sanders 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

October Anniversaries 
 

 Oct 17  Mr. & Mrs. Robert Becker 
 Oct 20 Mr. & Mrs. Harold Petersen 
 Oct 21  Mr. & Mrs. Jim Silva 
 Oct 23 Mr. & Mrs. Frank Pagano 
 Oct 29 Mr. & Mrs. Peter Burnett 
 Oct 30 Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Sarno 
 Oct 31  Mr. & Mrs. Scott Fisher  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        

  

 

Looking for a rewarding experience to get out into our local community and make a difference 
against hunger? Please join New Dover UMC as we again donate our time and talents to the Hillside 
Community Food Bank.  Look for the sign-up sheet in Fellowship Hall.  We will meet at church 
promptly at 8:25  am to carpool on Saturday, October 28th.  Our shift runs from 9-11AM.   You must 
be at least 12 years to participate, and anyone under the age of 18 must have a signed parental per-
mission slip.  Any questions, please call JoAnn Lettieri @ 908-754-5367.  

 
 

OUTREACH NEWS 

 

Thanksgiving Food Baskets 
 

Anyone interested in sponsoring 
a family for a basket 

complete an application  
found on the office door or  

contact Annapurna at 732-662-4746 . 

 
Items needed for baskets: 

Turkeys (4) 
Cereal, Pancake Mix, Cake Mix, etc. 

Pumpkin Pie filling and pie crusts 
Stuffing, cranberry sauce, 

Canned soups and vegetables 

The New Dover Flea Market is open each Tuesday from 7:30am-1:30, rain or shine. 
 
Our kitchen continues to serve delicious homemade breakfasts, soups, sandwiches and desserts.  Our “church table 
has some wonderful item for home, outdoors and even toys for your children. 
 
Won’t you stop by, visit, shop and enjoy refreshments sponsored by our church?  We would love to see some new 
faces, as well as our “regulars”.   
 
We could also use some additional help at our church table.  If you have some free time, please call the church office 
for more information - we would love to see you. 
 
See you all on Tuesday. 
 
The Flea Market Staff 

FLEA MARKET NEWS 

KEEP US IN YOUR PRAYERS 

  
 

  
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pray for all those seeking employment, those affected by Natural Disasters, 
those suffering with addictions,  those suffering from depression, those af-
fected by acts of terrorism, all national leaders and troops,  and all those 

serving at New Dover UMC. 
Any names that may have been left off are not intentional.  We trust in God to know all our 

needs. 
 

To activate the prayer chain contact Nancy Preston @732-381-1205  
or Anita Davis @732-815-0597 

Bob Meckler & Family 
Manny DeLaPaz & Family 
Spencer Kolb 
Christine Rowland 
David Santos & Parents 
Nayan Vyas & Family 
Robert Rozmus 
Shirley Heidersberger 
Christine & Judy Tymitz 

America 
Christians of India 
Marion Jones 
LuLu Kamenas 
Hedy & Tony 
Calvin Christian 
Family of Lucy Pagano 
Doug Sargent 
NDUMC Missionaries 

Hurricane Victims 
Devin Donnelly 
Victims of fire in CA and 
earthquake in Mexico 
Boyce Family 

 
Greetings to the congregation of New Dover United 
Methodist Church! I hope your Summer was restful and 
productive! Thank you again for the opportunity to talk 
to you on August 27th  about the Refugee Crisis on be-
half of World Vision.   If you still have a Refugee Re-
sponder folder in your possession, please take a mo-
ment to fill it out and send it to:  

World Vision 
P.O. Box 70005 
Tacoma, WA 98471-0005 

Thank you for supporting this ministry and stepping out 
in faith to help those who have been forced from their 
homes by violence.  God bless you all!   
 
Peace,  Jim Naugle 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SAVE THE DATES 
 
October 1 UMW Coat Drive begins 
 
October 21 Blessing of the Animals 
 
October 22 Hunger Walk  
 
October 28 Charge Conference 
 
October 29 UWM Fall Bake Sale 
 
 



 

"A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Miracle" 

(Sermon preached on August 6, 2017) 
Luke 8:40-48 

Leviticus 15:19-30 
  

Jesus was in a hurry. He had just returned from performing miracles across the Sea of Galilee 
to the little fishing village of Capernaum. Capernaum was Jesus' home and base of operations at the 
very beginning of his ministry, and he was returning to his new home in triumph, greeted by a 
swelling mass of people who couldn't wait to see what he would be doing for them. As he was 
walking with the crowd, a man named Jairus came to him and literally fell at his feet and begged 
Jesus to come to his home. Jairus twelve year old daughter had fallen gravely ill, and if she didn't 
get immediate attention she would die. Now Jairus was a leader of worship in Jesus' home syna-
gogue in Capernaum. And so Jesus set off in a hurry with the crowd in tow, through streets of town 
to get to Jairus' home. Now by this point, the people following him had the miracle routine pretty 
much down pat: Jesus would arrive just in the nick of time; he would reach out and touch the young 
girl, and she would rise from her bed completely healed. Then her father would say some word 
about how grateful she was to God for healing his daughter. Everything would happen by the book, 
just as long as he could get there on time. And so they briskly pressed on toward Jairus' home. But 
then...a funny thing happened on the way to the miracle.     

         No one noticed her as they passed the corner, bent and clutching her ragged garments 
about her shoulders and face. And her eyes. They poured forth a sadness that no one could hope to 
penetrate, the sadness of too many hopes gone to seed and too many dreams in pieces upon the dirty 
pavement. All from a wound, deep inside of her womanhood from which blood seeped perpetually, 
staining her lower garments red. It was a wound that no doctor could cure, bleeding that no physi-
cian could stop.  

But more painful than the wound itself, was the bitter isolation by which she was forced to 
exist each and every day for twelve long years. The women with the sad eyes and the blood stained 
garments, was all alone in her shame and suffering. She lived in utter alienation- no one at all with 
whom to talk, no one to sympathize, no one who could so much as brush past her.  

And why? Because according to the laws of Leviticus she was unclean. Now "unclean" is a 
word that may not sound very alarming in our day and age, but in Jesus' day, there was no harsher 
adjective by which to vilify a human being. To be labeled "unclean" was to be an outcast from the 
life of the community and even from one's family. According to the law, to be unclean was to be es-
tranged even from God himself. And it was further believed her uncleanliness of blood was so con-
tagious that it would spread like a malignancy through anyone and anything that she touched.  And 
so people avoided her, fled from her as if she were a leper. The law is so straightforward and so 
ruthless in that passage from Leviticus 15- a woman bleeding from the uterus contaminates every-
thing she touches- “Every bed on which she lies...and everything on which she sits shall be  un-
clean." And "Whoever touches these things shall be unclean, and shall wash their clothes, and 
bathe in water, and be unclean themselves until morning."  If you want just a small taste of what it's 
like to be so ostracized by another human  being, if you're a woman try to hand money to a Hasidic 
Jewish merchant. Because there's a possibility that you may be in the midst of your monthly 
"impurity" and hence "unclean", rather than risk the touch, the merchant will ask you to place your 
money upon the counter. He will then have the money ceremonially washed. 

Such was every day in the life of the woman who stood quivering on that street corner in Ca-
pernaum so many years ago. No one to reach out to; no one to understand; no one who would come 

SERMON OF THE MONTH 
 
  
 
       

MEMBERSHIP BLOG 

August services began on the 6th with Communion Sunday, heralded by a short hymn sing and joyful celebra-
tion of birthdays for the month. The anthem was a Tamil Praise song sung in the native language by a group 
from our congregation-beautiful! The Scriptures for the day were Leviticus 15:19-30 and Mark 5:21-34. Rev. 
talked about the miracle of the daughter of Jairus and how Jesus healed the bleeding woman on the way to 
that miracle. We are all like that woman in one way or another. If we have the faith to believe He can meet our 
needs, we can be restored by turning to Him. The sacrament of Holy Communion was marked by a passing of 
the cloth for each to touch following their receiving the elements. The following Sunday’s service was made 
special by not one, but two musical selections by our pastor accompanying himself on the guitar! Both “Arky, 
Arky” and a song by Gordon Lightfoot were well received by an enthusiastic congregation. The Scriptures for 
the day were Isaiah 35:3-10 and Mark 6:6B-13. Rev. began by reviewing the story of Don Quixote; he then dis-
cussed the call to discipleship as a call to adventure in which we make the decision to break our bonds of the 
life we’re in, become transformed by our new walk and work, achieve at-one-ment with God, and continue to 
the next adventure. Church is not an excursion, but a journey to be undertaken with boldness! The third week-
end in August featured several of our youth in musical selections for the anthem and offertory; thanks to Betti-
na, Angelina and Alethea for their nice work. The Scriptures for the day were from Jonah 1 and Mark 14:32-
36. Rev. reviewed the story of Jonah, his disobedience to God and the resulting consequences. Like Jonah, and 
like Jesus, we have the option of responding to God’s call or not. To reject His call is to risk lack of peace in 
our lives; to take up the call is to rise to the challenge and be transformed. Rev. was on vacation the last week-
end of August. The mantle was taken up on Saturday by our laity; on Sunday the congregation welcomed a 
guest speaker. Jim Naugle, a volunteer for World Vision, spoke about the aid that is needed to help refugees 
from Syria and other nations. The Scriptures for the day were Leviticus 19:33-34 and Matthew 25:31-40. The 
effect of world conflicts on children is devastating: families leave everything behind, children have no basic ne-
cessities and no schooling. We need to give of our prayers, time, and money to help these families with food 
and water, medical care, clothing, schooling and transportation. Are we stepping up to help the least of these? 
 
September Communion service began with the well-known hymn “In the Garden”. The anthem, “Be Still”, 
was ably performed by members of the Allarey-Tuason family. The Scripture for the day was 1 Corinthians 
12:12-26. The Apostle Paul addressed the issues dividing the church of Corinth; what divides us today as the 
body of Christ? Instead of concentrating on the issues that split us apart, we need to concentrate on uniting to 
address issues of justice, need and spreading the gospel. Love should always be paramount in our focus; Com-
munion reminds us of our unity in Christ, who gives us strength to show His love and justice.  
 
 
 
 
 

The Annual Charge Conference is scheduled for October 28, 2017 at Aldersgate United Methodist Church, 568 Ry-
ders Lane, East Brunswick, NJ 08816.  The schedule is as follows: 
 

1:45 - 2:00 pm  Gathering & Refreshments at Aldersgate UMC 
2:00 - 2:45 pm Church Conference at Aldersgate UMC 

3:00 - 4:45 pm Worship and Plenary Session with Tony Campolo 
at Calvary United Methodist Church 

572 Ryders Lane 
East Brunswick, NJ  08816 

 
 

CHARGE CONFERENCE 



 
Pre-K, 1st and 2nd Grade 
 
The year started with the lesson "Hannah Prays."  The children were introduced to the Bible and that it was divided 
into the Old and New Testaments.  The story of Hannah is in the Old Testament.  Hannah is the mother of Samuel 
and the children learned that Hannah prayed very hard for a baby and then God answered her prayers and her baby 
was born - Samuel.  The importance of prayer was the theme of the lesson. 
 
The story of Samuel goes on with the anointing of David to be King of Israel and then the life of King David.  The 
lessons have interesting crafts and other activities to help the children learn about God's chosen people in the Old Tes-
tament. 
 
A big "thank you" to all the parents who bring the children to Church 
School! 
 
Sandra De Alwis/ Karissa Tuason 

The United Methodist Women October meeting is October 13th at 6:30pm.  We will enjoy a covered dish supper fol-
lowed by a presentation by the Manglapus Family about life in the Philippines. 
 
Sunday, October 29th, the UMW will hold its fall bake sale.  Please support us so we may continue to support our 
mission projects. 
 
We will also begin our winter coat drive.  Articles may be dropped off a the church office and will be distributed ear-
ly November.  Coats, jackets, hats, gloves and mittens in good, clean condition will be accepted (men, women and 
children’s wear,   
 
Please continue to save your Pop Tabs from cans so we can continue our support of  Ronald McDonald House in 
Long Branch..   
 
We will again have our “food giving” tree- paper ornaments with the name of a food for you to take and purchase for 
our food pantry.  We will use this food for our Thanksgiving closet and again for Christmas. 
 
These are a few of the things we have planned for a very busy, active UMW.  All women are welcome at our meet-
ings. 
 
Questions?? See Dianne (732-381-8688) or any UMW member. 
 
Dianne Petersen - UMW President 

 
 
 
  

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

even close enough to look into her desperate eyes. She stood there in tormented isolation with no-
where to turn.  Her very soul being drained of life drop by drop as the years passed by, until she felt 
so empty and so alone: a terrifying, hopeless loneliness. 

And then HE passed by. The one everyone had been talking about.  The one they said had 
healed many who were sick and cast out demons, had raised to life the widow's dead son in Nain, and 
had even calmed the sea during the huge storm that had hit just the night before. She saw him walk-
ing by, and suddenly all of the frustration, isolation and desperation burst forth from her heart and 
burned through the twelve years of hopelessness and despair. She knew that this would be her last 
chance to find life once again. And looking down upon the dusty pavement she saw her feet stepping 
one after the other, and she felt herself whisked along by a spirit that tugged at her emptiness. And 
she heard an inner voice telling her that here was the one who could make her whole once again. And 
with singleness of purpose she moved in boldness through the crowd, no longer caring who she 
touched or who she contaminated, because all the Levitical laws and all smirks of the priests and all 
the shouts of "Unclean!" just didn't matter now. She knew, she knew that her very salvation walked 
before her, and if she could just touch even the hem of his garment her bleeding would stop; she 
would be made whole once again. She elbowed her way through the crowd and when she looked up 
she suddenly saw him walking only a few feet before her and with a trembling hand stained with the 
blood of her brokenness she reached out and she touched his robe. 

And instantly, her bleeding stopped. Don't ask how she knew it. She just knew it. And that 
emptiness was immediately filled to bursting with something new, something fresh, something di-
vine. And her eyes, those eyes so dead to the world and its judgments for so long now welled up with 
tears of joy springing up from her resurrected heart. And as she placed her trembling hands over her 
face, the tears poured over them and mixed with the dried blood and she felt herself cleansed, washed 
in the purity of her tears. Tears borne by the touch of his garment. 

Jesus stopped dead in his tracks. The crowd was stunned, they all piled into one another like 
some Three Stooges stunt.  “Hey! What's he doing? Why's he stopping!? Come on Jesus keep mov-
ing! You've got to make it to Jairus' house before its too late! "We've got business to do, let's go!"  Je-
sus turned and looking out over the crowd he asked "Who touched me?" And the whole world stood 
still as the crowd peeled back leaving the woman alone once again, she raised her head and looked 
into the eyes of Jesus. Stumbling forward, her legs Jell-O from the overwhelming nature of the mo-
ment, she collapsed at his feet. And there she told him her story, and let her tears flow over his feet, 
and told him that the touch of his garment had healed her.    And Jesus bent down and raised her head 
and with joy and compassion he spoke to her, "No, no! It wasn't my garment that healed you.  It was 
your faith that healed you. Now go in peace." 

A funny thing happened on the way to the miracle that day in Capernaum so long ago.  A 
woman whose soul was bleeding out of her rushed to the one whose mere touch heals and her life 
was restored.  The bleeding stopped, but her blood would be seen one more time, for he took her 
bleeding unto himself. And on a bleak and somber Friday, as the sun was darkened and the Temple 
veil was torn in two her blood flowed down, mixed with his own, from his wounded head, hands, and 
feet. And her tears poured forth from his eyes. You see, all her pain, and all her alienation, and all her 
emptiness, he took on to himself, because according to the Levitical law, by touching him in her un-
cleanliness, Jesus himself was made unclean,. But was this not as was prophesied in Isaiah: "Surely 
he has borne our  infirmities and carried our  diseases.. he was cut off from the land of the living, 
stricken for the transgression of my people."  When by faith she touched his robe, her infirmity be-
came his own, her wound became his own, her alienation became his own. And Saints, when we 
reach out in faith to touch him, our wounds become his own as well.    

I saw the bleeding woman the other day. She was walking down Inman, and her eyes spoke of 
her bleeding, her suffering, her brokenness.  And I saw her in the apathy of a teenage boy, who 
walked across Oak Tree in front of my car, not caring whether I sped up or hit my brake. And I heard 
her in the plea of a broken down man who calls the church office every week for help. I saw her in 



the lines upon the face of a prejudice man, whose hatred of his neighbors was bleeding his heart dry 
of love. And I see her in the mirror when there is a dark night of the soul and it feels like my own 
spirit is bleeding out into the shadows and I am overwhelmed by the isolation of my calling. And it is 
times like that when I run for him, that I might somehow touch his garment and be made whole once 
again.     

Why is it only in times of utter brokenness that we realize how dearly we need his touch?    
Most of the time we're bleeding and don't even realize it. And even when we do, it's only when, like 
the woman of Capernaum, we've exhausted every earthly means of healing ourselves. Maybe it's be-
cause we’re Christians and we think that because we're Christians we shouldn't ever bleed, that 
bleeding is a sign of a weak faith. And so we deny the reality of our own wounds and like so many of 
the priests of  Jesus' day prefer to judge others for theirs. "Me? Bleeding? Ha, never!" But where in 
scripture does it say that being spiritually reborn means you will never again have need for his touch? 
Where does it say that once our hearts are transformed we will never bleed.  Where does it say that 
we will never suffer brokenness or emptiness or oppression again? If you can find it, tell that to the 
apostle Paul, tell that to John Wesley, tell that to Martin Luther King.  
      We all bleed. The question is: do we have the faith in Jesus to believe he can make it stop?  Do 
we really believe he can take our wounds, our transgressions, our alienation, and our brokenness onto 
himself? Everyone of us here this morning is bleeding to some degree. Drop by drop our souls are 
being bled into emptiness, and for some of us the wound is so deep that the blood is just pouring out,  
and we wonder, how can we ever get the bleeding to stop? But then something tells us to raise our 
eyes, and we see him passing before us. And we know that here is our only hope. If we can only find 
the strength to touch his robe . 

 
 
 
 

The Finance Committee is continuing to provide financial information.  The following provides the 
income and expenses as of August 2017. The church income includes what is provided to the church 
in pledge envelopes to current expense and other income sources such as building rentals, flea mar-
ket and various fundraising activities. Church expenses are shown which include salaries, utilities, 
conference obligations and other costs to keep the church operating. 
 
 

FINANCE NEWS 

New Dover United Methodist Church Operating Fund   

  2017     

        

  August Year to Date   

Income   $             18,616.37   $                174,043.54    

Expenses  $          (26,035.20)  $              (181,914.06)   

        

Difference  $            (7,418.83)  $                   (7,870.52)   


